
Wills
Without a Will, your estate will be distributed 
according to intestacy rules. These default rules 
can have surprising results, so its important to 
make a Will – and keep it up to date.

 
Your Will can include instructions for:

• Funeral arrangements – a Will can be used to 
outline whether you want to be cremated, 
and perhaps where your ashes should 
be scattered.

• Estate distribution - The ‘what, when and how’ of how your estate will be 
distributed, and who you will appoint to do this.

• Executor/trustee powers – Your Will should include details of any legal 
arrangements you have put in place (such as Trusts) and the powers you 
have given to others.

What is Probate? How does it relate to my Will?

Before your executors can carry out the terms of your Will, they will need to 
obtain probate – which involves valuing the estate and reporting to HMRC 
before the Probate Court confirms the Will is valid. Then Executors can start 
collecting assets and discharging debts before the beneficiaries can inherit.
This process usually involves a considerable amount of paperwork, most 
notably IHT returns and payment of any inheritance tax and probate fees 
due. If your estate does not have enough cash to cover these levies, your 
executors may need to borrow to meet the bill.

Without a Will, it may not be clear who will carry out this work on your 
behalf, and they will need to follow intestacy rules to distribute your assets. 
These differ depending on the part of the UK in which you are domiciled – 
which may not necessarily be the same as the country where you are living 
when you die.

Can I write my own Will?

It is possible to write a Will using a simple form or online Will-writing 
services. However, as errors are only likely to emerge after it to too late 
for you to make changes - for your own and your family’s peace of mind, 
in nearly all cases it is best to have your Will prepared by a solicitor or 
professional Will writer.

*https://www.which.co.uk/news/2018/12/half-of-adults-dont-have-wills-but-what-happens-to-
your-children-when-you-die/

54% of 
UK adults 

don’t have a 
will*

5.4 
million 

people have no 
idea how to 
make a will*

Writing your own Will

Writing your Will doesn’t need to be difficult or expensive. We’ve 
partnered with Private Client Online to support you with your estate 
planning. Enter your instructions using their step-by-step form on 
their online portal, and receive a professionally drafted Will from their 
solicitors.

• No lengthy meetings

• 24/7 digital portal

• Online support team

Log into the online portal pay and follow the steps in the questionnaire. 
When you’re ready, press submit and the form will go to their solicitors 
who will draft your will and post out to you with signing instructions. 
Support is available via the www.privateclientonline.co.uk/online-wills. 
Wren Sterling clients also receive a 20% discount. 



Lasting Power of 
Attorney
Close family or friends are not automatically able to make decisions on your 
behalf - even if you need them to. If you lose the ability to make certain 
decisions, a Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) allows your chosen attorney/s 
to step in.

An LPA allows you to choose who can make decisions for you, what 
decisions they have authority to make, and when – and not just about your 
money. There are two types of LPA, which cover your property and financial 
affairs, and your health and welfare:



Health and welfare LPA: This covers decisions about:

 – Your daily routine (e.g. eating, washing, dressing).

 – The provision of medical care.

 – If you should move into residential or nursing care.

 – Who you should have contact with.

 – Whether life-sustaining treatment should be refused



Property and financial affairs LPA: This covers decisions about 
your finances, such as:

 – Paying your bills.

 – Collecting your benefits.
 – Sorting out your tax affairs.
 – Selling your home.

How could a Lasting Power of Attorney help me?

A LPA can be of great relief to your family, giving them the peace of mind 
that your affairs are being handled as you would want. Just like Intestacy, 
without an LPA there are a set of default rules which will be followed – 
but these may not align with your wishes, and can be slow, expensive and 
impersonal.

Making a LPA isn’t just about getting older, or protecting yourself against 
terminal illnesses. You can use an LPA if:

• you need someone to act for you for a temporary period, such an when 
you’re on holiday or in hospital

• you’re finding your accounts difficult to understand or cannot access 
banking services

Remember: You must set up Power of Attorney while you have mental 
capacity. Once you’ve lost capacity, it’s too late.

Find out more:

• What does an LPA have to do with care fees?

• Regional differences without LPA
• LPAs and pensions


